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Battle for Messina 
in Full Swing 


THE battle Íor Messina 
Íoll 


owing the capture 


day of Catania and Paterno. 


is now in full swing in Sicily 


by the Eighth Army yester- 


The next important Allied objective is 


Aderno, road and rail 
the south-western slopes of 


This is a vital 
defence and may 
contested position o 


hinge of the whole Axis 
rove the most bitterly 
the campaign. | 


Junction at the foot of 
ount. Etna. 


In the north the Americans are said to be within 


two miles of San Fratello. 


bombarding the coasts. 


Allied warships. are 


Axis sources state that the 


evacuation of Catania means '' no strategic change. ”’ 


_ The Germans are said to be evacuating some. of 
their personnel to the mainland. 


SUDDEN PRESSURE 


An official statement from Allied 
— on the capture of Catania 
said :— 

“The enemy was forced out of this 
vital point by a combination of 
superior numbers, the element 
of surprise, and pressure applied 
correctly and suddenly at a 
vital point. 

“Thus important strategic results 
were obtained with a great 
economy of force, avoiding 
greater casualties on our side. 

“ Even if the enemy had foreseen 
this thrust. our pressure elsewhere 
would have forbidden the withdrawal 
of additional supporting troops to 
the threatened sector. 

‘*The German withdrawal is defi- 
nitely not according to any plan. 
The Allies have hurried up the 
attempt at withdrawal and, by 
heavy bombing and ground strafmg. 
have demoralised Italian ttoops and 
disrupted supply lines.’’ ' 

Reuter’s Special Correspondent 
states — 

Troops of the Eighth Army 
entered Catania, Sicily’s second port, 
at 8.30 yesterday morning. There 
was hitter fighting, with hand- 
to-hand clashes in the narrow old 
atreets. 

The city had suffered less from 
air bombardment than Palermo or 
Trapani, for the air effort had been 
directed principally against com- 
munications and marshalling yards, 
and the new port seems to be in good 
cordition. 

The port clears some 2,000 ships 
a year In normal times and can take 
vessels up to 26ft. draught. 


CONTACT KEPT 


A late report from Catania last 
night stated that Eighth Army van- 
guards are keeping contact with the 
retreating Germans. Sappers are 
dealing with hundreds of mines, as 
well as road blocks and demolitions 
with which the Germans covered. 
their withdrawal from “the city. 

The fall of Catania has given the 
Allies the opportunity for which the 
whole offensive was planned, and 
the battle may well be entering its 
final phase. A German retreat along 
the narrow coastal plain, three miles 
or less wide, between Catania and 
Messina will be exposed, not only 
to harrying from  pursuing~ land 
forces and bombardment from the 
air, but also to shelling from the sea. 

It is felt on all sides that the 
situation is now developing quickly. 
The only line now left to the 
Germans is one strung across the 
mountains from the coast road north 
of Etna to the Tyrrhenian Sea. 
This offers nothing like the defen- 
sive possibilities of the original Etna 
position. 

The Axis tactics at the moment 
are to shorten their line and retreat 


_in good order on both flanks to get 


rid of as many non-essential per- 
sonnel as possible. But in the 
points they have decided to defend 


jabandon the city. 


[resistance is extremely tough, No- 
where is this more marked than -on 
the sectors manned by the Americans 
around Troina, eight miles north of 
Regalbuto. 

Axis forces in the northern sector 
are retreating before the American 
advance to the Cape Orlando 
district, said Algiers . Radio. 

German troops are moving back 
on Messina along the west-east high- 
way. The Axis move to. cover their 
flank withdrawal by stiff resistance 
in the centre of the front has met 
with a fair measure of success. 

Parachutists and the Hermann 
Goering Grenadiers who fought in 
the Catania sector did their job 
well, and it is believed that the bulk 
of the Axis front line troóps holding 
the ‘road from Catania westwards 
made a good getaway, | 

Catania represented the hardest, 
bloodiest victory of the entire 
Sicilian campaign. 


PATERNO'S FALL 


On another sector of the Eighth 
Army front British forces have cap- 
tured Paterno, 13 miles north-west of 
Catania by the loop road round 
Mount Etwa. Paterno, a town of 
19,000 inhabitants, was the strategic 
bottleneck. of the whole situation, 
controlling both the entry to Catania 
from the west and the Axis-held road 
through Randazzo northwards to 
Messina. 

When the Allies reached Paterno 


choice of pulling out of Catania or 


ifighting. on in. the streets and, sur- 
They decided to} 42 


rounding . suburbs 


Further north, on the other side 
of Etna, the Germans are fighting a 
fierce rearguard battle in an effort 
to cover the withdrawal which the 
are having to carry out on bot 
flanks. 7 

Disclosing in Washington ' last 
night that the American 7th Army 
is less than two miles from San 
Fratello (13 miles east of San 
Stefano and four miles inland); Mr. 
H. L. Stimson, U.S. Secretary for 
War, said: ‘‘ Axis forces in Sicily 
are in a highly vulnerable spot, 
somewhat analogous to the final 
phases of the Ponisian campaign, 
with the difference that means of 
reinforcement or escape are more 
accessible,’’ 

Captain Sertorius, German over- 
seas news commentator, stated last 
night: ‘‘The evacuation of Catania, 
carried» out while deceiving the 
lenemy, means no strategic change 
Axis strategy aimed from the start 
not at holding Catania at any price, 
but at maintaining the Etna range 
and the coastal mountains adjoining 


of the German-Italian defence is 
situated here. 

“ American-Canadian attempts to 
break through in the central sector 


failed again ‘to-day.’’—(Reuter and 
A.P.) 


He puts a bit of pep 


into his meals eee 


~ 


He's worked hard all day 
—home keen for a 
tasty meal, eager to savour 
the good things which his 
better half has ready for. 
him. Or perhaps it is. 

_ holiday time or a week- 
end. It’s all the same. 

_Ifhe has’nt worked hard 

i all day he’s played hard, 
readier than ever for 4: 
hearty tuck in. ' 


Full of vim, knowing just 
how a healthy appetite | 
keeps him on top of his 


* From all Grocers 
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18th hole, he peps_up his 
38th hole it sa 
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the Germans were faced with the| iiss, 


it ‘to the north. The main bastion] .. 


ladded £10 to the prize money as 
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IMPORTANT ITALIA 
MEASURES DECIDED 


HE Italian Cabinet met at 5 
states. Marshal Badoglio pre 
and decided on important measur 


solved in favour of Germany.”’ 


The Italian News Agency issued 
this communiqué :— 

‘‘Thé Cabinet took several mea- 
sures, among which the Minister of 
Justice was instructed fo proceed 
with the elimination of all civil 
codes and penal Jaws not correspond- 
ing to the spiritual and legal tradi- 
tions of the nation. 

“The Cabinet then approved the 
proposal of the Minister of Justice 
concerning the date of the legal new 
year, Article 85 of the legal code, 
which, for purely political reasons, 
changed the date from January 1 to 
October 29, has been rescinded. The 
return of the January date as it 
was before the vanished Government 
restores an ancient Italian legal 
tradition.” 

The Cabinet also approved a pro- 

posal! to abolish Fascist youth 
organisations and incorporate their 
offices in the Ministry of Education. 
All funds of the Ministry of Italian 
Africa will be used to help children 
from Libya... Another decision was 
to dissolve the board of directors 
of the Arnaldo Mussolini Institute 
for aid to professors of secondary 
schools. 
_ & decree was approved for an 
increase of 40 million lire for the 
eréction. of workers’ dwellings—a 
State contribution towards the aid 
of needy persons bombed out after 
the. recent.raid.on Rome. 

The Cabinet emphasised the need 
for rigorously respecting the regula- 
tions concerning stocking of -cereals 
—‘‘since any friction would be tan- 
tamount to a betrayal of the armed 
forces, the civil population, and 
even of the country itself.” 


rac! a aé.s Know ACH Mee ad 


in the Royal Dublin Society’s 
Showgrounds, Ballsbridge, 
yesterday at an August Horse Show, 
which, owing to the exigencies of 
the times, was confined to a series 
of jumping and gymkhana events, a 
flower show, an art exhibition, and 
a display by the Turf Development 
Bo 


Ga summer styles were seen 


ard. 
_ Interest centred largely around the 


adjudicator, who explained eac 
fault, and enabled the public to 
judge the jumping for themselves, 
added nn to the enjoyment of 
the competitions. The standard 
was so high that the judge inter- 
rupted a children‘s jumping event to 
congratulate them on their horse- 
manship. ‘‘The standard of jump- 
ing has improved enormously this 
year,” he said, and added that the 
competition was one of the most 
successful ever held by the Royal 
Dublin. Society, In. another event, 
when four horses tied for second 
place, the Royal Dublin Society 


a reward of merit. 


USE OF TURF 


A sign of the times was the Turi 
Development Board’s display, where 
housewives could learn how to stack 
turf to keep it dry, how to set 
a turf fire, how to convert an 
erdinary range into a turf-burning 
ge. -“For the more technically 
ininded: there. was a series of photo- 
rapha and éxhibits prepared by the) 

dustrial Reséarch Council, showing 
the differences between turf cut by 
machin and with various types 
éf slean, with statistics on the pro- 
duction of turf in nd and 


i i | i t was 
arí On exhibition, pales 


-tnodel of the. i 
ing r "Page in Uni- 
in, to specifica-| 
the “late Professor John 
It is claimed that this stove} 
liates a heat of 82.6 per cent,, as] 
with £1 per cent. for na 
display of photographs and exhibits 
by the Emergency Scientific Re. 
search Bureau shows how turf can 
be converted into charcoal for use 
i , commercial vehicles. In 

is Dr. P.. 

Research 
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;. Mr. Winston presided 
t a meeting of the Pesien Wer 
Council} held at 10 Downing 
street, London, on 

afternoon, it was stated yester- 
gs en present with the British 
Ministers and Service edvisers 


Admiral _ 
(Press Association.) 


) 
mm 


p.m. yesterday, a Rome message 
sided, and the Cabinet ‘examined 
es.’ 


According to a Berlin broadcast, “the Italian problem has been 


The Fascist ex-Ministers formally 
handed over the administration of 
their Departments to the new 
Cabinet, Swiss radio stated. The 
only ex-Ministers who were not pre- 
sent were Signor Muasolini, Rossi, 
Bastianini, and two others. 

Werner von Lojewski, Diplomatic 
Correspondent of the German Over- 
seas News Service, said last night :— 
“The Italian problem has been solved 
in favour of Germany. Political 
circles in Berlin continue to view the 
Italian problem optimistically. 

“Its is stated in Berlin that London 
and Washington are mistaken if they 
expect that the meetings of the 
Italian Government are dealing with 
the questions posed by the enemy, 
as these questions have already been 
dealt with. 

‘According to Berlin political 
circles, it is the question of strength- 
ening German-Italian collaboration 
which is now the main problem of 
Italian policy, not the discussion of 
Anglo-American conditions of capitu- 
lation. The Italians have already 
given their answer to these condi- 
tions in unmistakable terms.”’ 

The Italian News Agency stated 
that in a decree issued yesterday 
the expression ‘‘ Duce of Fascism— 
Head of the Government '" has been 
replaced in all laws and decrees by 
the term “Chief of the Govern- 
ment—Prime Minister.” The decree 
also made provision for the confis- 
cation of Fascist Party funds, fur- 
niture and property by the State. 

The German News Agency stated 
that work is proceeding normally 
again in all factories in and around 

rieste. 


a 


Competition B at the R.D.S. yesterday. 


BALLSBRIDGE HORSE 
SHOW FEATURES 


design tor Carrickmacross lace 
merited the special mention of the 
judges as one of the best designs 
in that class ever received. The 
entries for the Taylor Art exhibi- 
tion were also on view. The results 
of both the art competitions and 
the Taylor Scholarship were 
announced in the Jrish Times last 
month. ' 

Well attended, too, was _ the 
show, where the brilliant 
the gay 
summer clothes of the visitors, and 
the music of the No. 3 Army Band 
playing in the nearby Teg Gardens, 
combined to create a very festive 
atmosphere, 


SWEDEN 
REFUSES 
GERMANS 


HE transit trafic agreement 
T with Germany, which allowed 

for the passage of unarmed 
German soldiers across "Sweden to 
and from Norway, has been can- 
celled by the Swedish Government, 
is was officially announced in -Stock- 
holm last night. . 
Cancellation of the agreement was 
announced’ (says Reuter) by a joint 
Swedish-German communiqué, speci- 
fying that the transit of, war 
material will be stopped by August 
15, and the transit of troops by 
August 20. 
Sweden is in a greater state of 
military preparedness than ever 
before, and foreign observers esti- 
mate that between 200,000 and 
250,000 Swedes. are under arms to- 
day. If needs be this figure could 
be increased three-fold in a remark- 
ably short time. 
‘‘Germany’s difficulties in main- 


: Munda airfield, in New Guinea, have 
breached one of the last important 
oe Japanese defence lines, only 
yards from 

says Reuter’s special correspondent 


U.S. Breach 
Munda 


Defence Line 


American troops, converging on 


550 
the aerodrome itself, 
at Allied Headquarters, South-West 
Pacific. Two columns are drivin 
on the field, that on the left flank 
advancing from the coast is opposite 
the centre of the airfield, the other 
is now fighting its way down the 
western slopes of Bibolo Hill. 

The Americans, edging forward 
inch by inch, are being well sup- 
a y medium, Fam, á and dive- 
ombers, keeping up a ceaseless 
attack. Intense Japanese infantry 
fire has been silenced. 

In a surprise low level attack 
against the seaplane base at Short- 
land Island,.in the Northern Solo- 
mons, U.S. fighters destroyed seven 
floatplanes, three barges and a small 
cargo boat. Australian troops, fight- 
ing towards Salamaua, in New 
Guinea, had brisk encounters with 
the Japanese. on Bobdudi Ridge, 
south-west of the base. 

U.S. bombers successfully attacked 
Japanese rail communications in 
Burma yesterday for the loss of onl 
one aircraft, says to-day’s USAAF. 
communiqué, quoted in a Reuter tele- 
won from New Delhi last night. 
argets included the railroad base 
at Thanbyusayat, where buildings; 
supplies, rollingstock and tracks 
were destroyed, and the runway of 
the Pagoda Point landing field. 

Mr. Henry Stimson, U.S. Secre- 


taining cqmmunications with ‘her 
forces in Norway, are now incalcul- 
ably increased,” says ere he 
Stockholm Special Correspondent. 


tary for War, said yesterday in 
Washington that the Japanese had 
revived their air offensive in China, 
heavily attacking American airfields. 


that Flying Fortresses and 
Wellington bombers, fiying 
through increased a.-a. opposition, 
raided Waples and Battipagiia, 42 
miles to the south-east, on the night 
of Tuesday-Wednesday. 
The Italian News Agency stated: 
“The Allied air raid on Naples on 
Wednesday was the most savage and 
violent of all the 96 attacks on the 
city since war began.” The agenc 
said that ‘‘many historical build- 
ings’’ and a great: number of work- 
men’s houses were destroyed. 
Day and night raids were also 
made on rail communications ,at 
Marina di Catanzaro and Paola, in 
Southern Italy, an Allied com- 
muniqué stated, adding that eleven 
Axis "planes were destroyed in all 
the attacks. Sets cid | 
Marina di Catanzaro is on the 


R oc announced last night/ 


i Hoop line round Italy’s ‘‘toe,”” and 


Paola is on the west coast 45 miles 
north-west of Catanzaro. Oil tanks 
and rail tracks were wrecked. 
Both points are vital junctions cn 
the system leading southwards 


ferry terminus at Reggio di Cala- 
bria, and the rails have. carried 


- 


Abyssinian Emperor? 


‘Major Petherick (C., Penryn and 
Falmouth) yesterday, in the House 


Mr. de Valera’s 


Selassie as Emperor of Abyssinia. 


tary, in a written reply, states: “I 
have no information on this point, 
but, so far as I am aware, no Govern- 
ment other than the United King- 
dom and certain other Governments 


recognised the Emperor Haile 
Selassie as Emperor of Abyssinia.” 


ad 


Damaged Aircraft 
Carrier 


The German News Agency yester- 
day stated that the damaged air- 
craft-carrier in Gibraltar harbour is 
the. Formidable, and not the Indomi- 
table, as reported earlier. 

Thirty wounded have been landed 
at Gibraltar,. after 14 killed had 
already been landed on Malta, said 
the Agency. 


Heavy Air Raid on 
. Naples 


across the mainland to the Sicilian] : 


Does Eire Recognise i 


of Commons, asked the Secretary of | | 
State for Dominion Affairs whether | : 
Government has| : 
yet recognised the Emperor Haile]. 


Mr. Emrys-Evans, Under Secre-{ : 


of th8 United Nations has yet} * 


supplies for the German forces since 
the. Naples yards were destroyed. 
Fortresses severly damaged the sub- 
marine base at Naples, where bombs 
were dropped throughout the length 
and breadth of the submarine area. 
Flames sprang up among the docks. 
Battipaglia is the junction of the 
Italian electric and coastal railways. 
—/(Reuter.) 


Churchill and 
Roosevelt May Meet 


Again Soon 

ELL-INFORMED circles in 
W Washington yesterday stated 

that it is possible that Mr. 
Chérchill and Mr. Roosevelt may 
arrange another meeting shortly, to 
discuss further military moves 


"Planes Sink 
E-Boats 
off Calais 
A 


muniqué yesterday stated :— 


jectives in the Ruhr and Rhineland, 
“ Naval aircraft operating with 


them. 
these operations. 


mand is missing from anti-shipping 
patrol off the Norwegian coast yes- 
terday.”’ 


was seriously. damaged. 


SEA FIGHT 


A British Admiralty communiqué 
last night stated :— : 
‘‘During an offensive swee 
the coast of Holland near Texel 


of the Royal Navy, under the com- 
mand of Lieut.-Commander D. G. E. 
Probert, R.N.V.R., encountered a 
group of enemy armed trawlers. 
“H.M. ships carried out a sur- 
prise attack on the enemy, which 
opened an indiscriminate fire in al 


was fought out at intervals for more 


observation was difficult, but a 
number of hits are believed to have 


which withdrew before dawn. 


“One of H.M. ships was damaged,|-alied the Bryansk sector. 


but she sustained no casualties. De- 
spite having to remain within close 
sight of. the enemy-occupied coast 
for «several. -hours--darings dayhght; 
she was succéssfully towed* to’ her 


base. The remainder of H.M. ships 


against Germany and Japan, . says 
Reuter’s Special. Correspondent in 
Washington. 


Sa 


returned safely to harbour, having 
sustained no casualties.”” .:” 


m= iments to complete the capture of 


me jlaunched a new drive, threatening 
ithe next German ‘‘hedgehog”’ city 
of Bryansk, 80 miles to the west, 
Reuter’s special correspondent cables) 


(| |MASS ATTACKS 


Harlem Normal 
Again 


Liquor shops and _public-houses 
were allowed to open in Harlem 
esterday for the first. time since 
ast Sundays disturbances. 

The Police Department said that 
the number of police patrolling the 
area had been reduced considerably, 
and that the life of the community 
was normal.—(Reuter.) 


Axis Command’s Problem in 


FTER several weeks of excep- 
tionally heavy fighting the 


A 


tive for a long time, its capture is 
none the less an important success. 
The great resulting gain “to the 
tussians is the clearing of the 
Moscow-Kursk railway and general 
extension of the network south and 
south-west from the Russian capital. 
fhis, in turn, will present chances 
of . subsequent. mancuvre—either 


westward towards Gomel-Bryansk, 


or sOuthwards in the Kharkov direc 
tion. 
tant, it was by no means “their 
second most important major city 
stronghold on the Soviet front,” to 
uote a Press correspondent. [t was, 


or instance, less important eye the 


cally than Bryansk, not far in 
rear of it. . 

Actually, it was an important 
front-line icra af and, as such, 
was powerfully held. The German 

urrison has been ‘given as 250,000 
or the sector of some 200 miles, and 
the Kussians seem w heóg a 


positions. z Ail. 
ustrial . establishments. 


Russians have retaken Orel.|: 
Although Orel was an obvious objec- 


But, ‘while Orel was i “Itéened locally: “The flanks of 


. 8 
ttacked|which the Germans, instees of Tay 
defence based 


Europe. 


the German -anxiety to destroy the 
communication net-work yielded up. 
They were aided by a stroke of luck 
in the shape of excepti y wet 
weather. This, however, cannot 
last, and the Russians should be 
able to get ahead with rail and road 
repairs without undue delay. 


RUSSIAN TACTICS 


What effect the loss of Orel will 
have on the general military situa- 
tion of the Germans is not eas 
to say. The line is certainly 


Orel arch have been shortened.” 
But the resulting saving of effectives 
must be alread vi. croi 

casualties incur 
salient itself. 


i 


| 


lassault. It now seems likely that 


in the defence of|@! 


result, indeed, seems quite likely of 
accomplishment, fed 

The simultaneous fall of Catania 1s 
an indication that the Sicilian cam- 
paign is continuing its character of 
mobility and mancuvre, Catania 
fell as a result of the outflanking 
threat round the north-west shoulder 
of Mount Etna; not to direct 


the Axis troops will seek to dis- 
engage, fall back well to the north, 
and occupy a shorter line, This was 


linserted in his 


-. 


Mr. McGovern to 
Explain Eire Visit 


When Mr. McGovern returned to 
the House of Commons yesterday he 
found a letter awaiting him irom 
the British Home Secretary, Mr. 
Morrison, asking him to explain why 
he visited Eire without. permission. 
Mr. Morrison wrote :— 

le“ Dear Mr, McGovern—Ón July 
2 I wrote to you about your pros- 
pective journey to Ireland and ex- 
plained to you why it was not 
possible for me to give you a permit 
to visit Eire, and said that a permit 
had been given to you to go to 
Northern Ireland on the understand- 


the United Kingdom. 

“I now learn that, if reports in 
the Irish newspapers are to be 
trusted, you went on July 21 to 
Bundoran, which is in Eire, and 
then stated that you intended to go 
to Dublin. 

“Would you let me know whether, 
in fact, after reaching Northern 
Ireland, you travelled outside the 
U.K., and whether there is anything 
you would wish to say by way of 
explanation ?”’ 

r. McGovern, the P.A. Lobby 
Correspondent understands, is reply- 
ing at once to this letter, pointing 
out that there were no conditions 
assport. 


the African. tactic. The fact that 
Etna is a detached mountain, wi 


la fairly extensive. plain north of it, 
elfavours guca a line of action, The 


new front Nas ee 


Interviewed by 

rters in Bundoran and Dublin dur- 

ing sn visit to Eire, Mr. McGovern 
ted : 

s “T gave no —_ about my 

and I object to any) 


other 
Morrison is con- 
gle-for freedom and 


have now a very and 
takable mutual inter-action.. It is 
now a réal problem for the 
High Command to 
tion of strategic reserves. 
all the more eo because 


is is 


decide the alloca |... 


snd I am conducting a 
democracy 


Irelan igno 

tion that I should not cross the Border 

. Last time there was an official 

quiry ; 
be a 


> > 


Lá 


“> 
wife, 


Byelgorod . was ‘the .vital link be- 
tween that city and the other great 


southern front—Kursk. 


gorod 
Moscow’s 
BRITISH Air Ministry com-jtriple German drive 


Kursk salient. 


“ On Wednesday night Mosquitoes) junction is. of 

of Bomber Command attacked ob-/portance, the 
spondent writes. 
main north-south line fron: Moscow 
Fighter Command bombed German|through Orel, Kursk and Kharkov 
E-boats off Calais and sank three of|to the Donetz Basin and the Crimea, 
No aircraft is missing from “te also on’ a line running west to 
iev. 
‘‘A Beaufighter of Coastal Com-|the southward line from Moscow is 
: in undisputed Russian possession—a 
factor -of 
the development of future operations 
The British Air Ministry News|againsé Kharkov and 


Service states that a fourth E-boat [German front, depending in the main 
now on Bryansk and Kiev. 


times. Captured by the Red Army 
on F ebruary ) 
its ‘great winter offensive, it fell into 
German hands for the second time 
off |on March 20. 


early yesterday light coastal forces STRONG LEVER 


the Russians a strong lever against 
Kharkov, 
writes, 
though at present isolated, may at 


penec ] any time develop into a big offensive 
directions. The ensuing engagement towards the Ukraine. 


than two hours. During this time!-erman forces along a 400-mile front, 


been scored on the enemy vessels, development of the Soviet offensive 


_ favourable, ois... 


_|NEW DRIVE 


;|north-west and south-west ito close 
== jaround the station and 
is |Karachev, 25 miles east of Bryansk, 
© he states. Their aim is to hold the 
& |German forces in Bryansk as far as 
= | possible 
= | strengthening 


W lin the Izyum and Byelgorod sectors 
the Red Army had launched new 
mass attacks, supported by tangs. 
On the Izyum front, 


Nazi line at one point, 
driven out again. 


ing that you would not go outside || 


y Irish Times rey 


this time th bab 
bigger tow!” En i 


OVIET armies followed 
Wednesday by taki 


night from Moscow. 
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o being. waged inside the 
v, important junction on the 


Marshal Stalin has paid special honour to the 
divisions which stormed Orel and Byelgorod. 
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Fifty miles north of Kharkov, 


‘hedgehog”’® stronghold of the 
The Russians have regained Bvel- 
exactly one month after 
announcement of the 
against the 


Byelgorod’s- position as a railway 
reat, strategical im- 
.A. military corre- 

It stands on the 


HONOURED 
BY STALIN. 


ARSHAL STALIN, as 
M Supreme Commander of the 
Red Army, personally ar- 
nounced last night the capture of 
Orel and Byelgorod. 
At midnight Moscow echoed te 
the roar of artillery for the first time 
since the German armies were forced 
back from the city’s ramparts in 
December, 1941. 
The full text of the special an- 


V. Stalin, said :— 


‘“‘An order of the Supreme Com- 
mander to Colonel-General Popov, 


Thus, roughly 250: miles of 


immense importance for 


the broad 


Byelgorod has changed hands four 


9 during the course of 


The capture of Byelgorod gives 


Reuter’s correspondent 
and the present actions, 


Meanwhile they are pinning down 


from Kursk to the Taman bridge- 
head—an important factor in the 


at Orel, or what should now be 


In .the .north the Germans dre 
also being. kept under presstire 
around Leningrad. 

The. weather Seems to be sét fair, 
and, adds the. message, if it «c 
tinues, conditions. for big armouré¢d 


R. H. L. STIMSON, United 
M States Secretary for War, 

suggested last night in 
Washington that the Red Army 
might now transform its cOounter- 
attack into a general offensive.— 
(Reuter.) 


—_— 


Colonel-General Sokolovsky, General 
Rokossovsky, General Vatutin, and 
Colonel-Generai Konev. 

“Our forces on the Bryansk front 
have -captured the town of Orel. 
Treops from the steppes and the 
Voronezh front have occupied the 
town of Byelgorod. 


MONTH LATER 


“A month ago, on July 5, the 
Germans began their summer offen- 
sive from Orel and Byelgorod in 
order to encircle and wipe out our 
troops in the Kursk salient and to 
occupy Kursk. Having repulsed all 
attempts to break through to Kursk, 
our troops then went over to the 
offensive, and on August 5; exactly 
a month later, occupied Orel and 
Byelgorod. They have dispelled the 
German legend that Soviet troops 
are unable to wage a summer offen- 
sive. 


and 380th Rifle~ Division, which 


_lwere the first to break into Orel 


and liberate the city, shall be known 


battles “will . 800 become ve 


‘jas the Orel Division. 


The 89th 
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Leaving special mopping-up detach- 


Orel, Russian forces have ' already 


from Moscow. 
Large armies are now conducting 
v big pincer movement from the 


town of 


and be them from 
their defence around 
K arachev. 


German Radio said last night that 


it said, a 
tanks broke into the 


roup of 
bu} was 


¥Guards 


and 25th” Division, 
which hast f pe a _ 
yelgorod; weucetort called 
the Byelgorod Division. 

‘Eternal glory to the\heroes who 
fell in action for the freédom of 
our fatherland and death to the 
German invaders.”’ 


COMMUNIQUE 


The supplement to last night’, 
Soviet communiqué states that in 
Orel a large number of prisoners and 
much booty were captured, and that 
north-west of Orel Soviet units re- 
pelled counter-attacks. 

“In the fighting for Bvelgorod 
over 3,000 Germans were killed and 
ammunition dumps and other booty 
captured, _includin the entire 
material of two artillery regiments. 
Sixty-six ‘planes were shot down. 

‘‘In the Donbas our troops cons 
ducted battles of local significance. 
The Germans brought up reserves 
and during two days attempted to 
recover lost positions. Our units 
repelled 23 counter-attacks by tanks 
and infantry. 

In the Kuban sector Vichy radio 
stated this mornipg:—Sovict troops 
are concentrating in the Novorossisk 
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